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We have been learning about a powerful movement that 

is permeating society today. In it is a strong endeavor 

to remove the distinctions between men and women. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The ramifications of this crusade will affect each one of 

us, especially those who desire to stand firmly on the 

Word of God and His principles. 

 

Our quest in this presentation will be to consider what 

we can do to stand against the tide of this ungodly 

gender bending effort. 



This is the continuation of our 
study on fashions that tend to 
blur the distinction between 

men and women.  

We have seen how, in the mid-1800ôs, spiritualistic, womenôs 

rights advocates wore knee length or shorter dresses over 

pants. We read that Ellen G. White declared that this was an 

abomination to God because it violated Deuteronomy 22:5. It 

was too close to menôs wear. She prophesied that this 

practice would cause confusion and great increase of crime. 

Letôs continue on from where we left off. 



We will be looking at the 
progression of fashion from 1870 

to our current day   

The five decades from 1870-1910 were tending 

toward a more healthful style of dress. No more 

hoops, no more dragging dresses, no more heavy 

weight on the hips, no more corsets.  



1870           1880           1890           1900        1910 

 

Skirts not dragging, waists not compressed. 

  



  1920               1930                  1940                1950 

The next four decades made startling changes to 
the hemlines. Pants and tailored suits were 
becoming popular in the 1950's. 

 



1960                 1970               1980                   1990 

Pant suits, mini skirts, bell bottoms, unisex 

styles became popular in the next four decades. 

 



Over the years, Satan used fashion to promote 

rising hemlines. This was a violation of the 

principles of health and modesty. It tended to 

cause the exposed legs to become chilled.  

 

1930 Fashion Show  



If you look at photographs of our SDA sisters 

over the years, you will notice that their 

hemlines rose correspondingly to the worldôs.  

 

At first the stockings were thick. Then they 

became thinner, until today, bare legs under knee 

length skirts are common. 

 

 

1940  1960  1950  



With the legs exposed, with only a thin covering, 

women have suffered with cold legs for decades. 

 

 

When Satan introduced a fashion that would keep 

the legs warmðpants on women, it seemed 

logical and sensible to accept it. Satan seeks to 

ñcorrectò a wrong  fashion by introducing another 
wrong fashion. 



In this depiction of the history of dress from 

1400-2000, you will notice women had on long 
dresses for 5 centuries, until after 1900.  
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Then, for 6 decades fashion raised the hemlines. 

Mini skirts gave way to pants after the 1960ôs. 

 

    1400           1500           1600               1700  

    1800           1920     1950       1960           2000  



Letôs talk about one of the most influential 

fashion designers in the last 60 years. Yves Saint 

Laurent. It is said of him:  

ñYves Saint Laurent reigns as one of the most 

influential and inspired designers in the world. He 

was the father of modern fashion and last of the 

great French couturiers.  

How much does 

fashion 

influence what 

we wear?  
1936-2008 



ñWhen he was 

beginning his career 

in the late 1950s, 

women and their lives 

were about to change. 

He opened doors with 

his mild and always 

elegant gender-

bending, putting 

women in pants and 

safari looks.  



ñIn the next two decades he 

revolutionized women's fashion, 

pioneering mini dresses, the trouser 

suit and le smoking, the square 

shouldered tuxedo for women. Yves 

Saint Laurent changed the way women 

dress more than they know. But his 

most enduring legacy is so pervasive 

as to seem almost unremarkable: 

pantsé He led a decadent social life, 

and was plagued with depression, 

alcoholism and drugs. He also broke 

ground as one of the first homosexual 

men to gain sufficient power and 

celebrity that he did not have to deny 

his sexuality.ò 



Would God have His daughters choose what they 

wear based on the influence of a godless fashion 

designer who intentionally blurred the distinction 

between menôs and womenôs clothing? 

How can we escape such a pervasive influence? 

There is only one way. 

Did Yves Saint Laurent 

influence the way 

Seventh-day Adventist 

women dress? 

For those following the 

fashions of the world, 

the answer isð 

ABSOLUTELY. 



EGW: ñWe are aware that as we speak and write 

upon the subject of woman's dress we have to 

stem the current of custom. It is manifest that 

most women do not think and act in reference to 

dress from reason and reflection. They accept, 

without questioning, that which society and 

fashion imposes upon them. Few have the moral 

courage to wear a dress in opposition to 

fashion.ò {HR, May 1, 1872 par. 2}   

We must pray for MORAL COURAGE to stem 

the current of custom. We must reflect 

carefully on what we choose to wear, and base 

it on godly principles, not on worldly fashion.  

 

 



Unfortunately, this statement is in our 

Church Manual. Many people 

mistakenly believe that it was written by 

Ellen White. 

Thus, they conclude that Ellen White 

gave approval for our sisters to follow 

the fashions of the world, just as long 

as we arenôt the first ones to wear it. 

 

Have you ever heard this quote: 

ά¢ƘŜȅ ǿƛƭƭ ƴƻǘ ōŜ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǘƻ ŀŘƻǇǘ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ ǎǘȅƭŜǎ ƻŦ ŘǊŜǎǎ ƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ ǘƻ ƭŀȅ ǘƘŜ ƻƭŘ ŀǎƛŘŜέΚ 



EGW: ñFashion is deteriorating the 

intellect and eating out the 

spirituality of our people. 

Obedience to fashion is pervading 

our Seventh-day Adventist 

churches and is doing more than 

any other power to separate our 

people from God.ò {4T 647.2}  

Ellen G. White did not write that statement, 

and it does NOT reflect Godôs principles. She 

says quite the opposite: 



ñAnd as soon as any have a 

desire to imitate the 

fashions of the world, that 

they do not immediately 

subdue, just so soon God 

ceases to acknowledge 

them as His children.ò {1T 

136.1}  

We find no encouragement in the Bible or the 

Spirit of Prophecy to follow the fashions of the 

world. Rather, we find strong statements such as 

these: 



In the 1850ôs-1860ôs, 

Satan worked with the 

Spiritualists and 

Feminists to induce 

women to wear 

masculine clothing. 

 

What those women did 

back then helped pave 

the way for the 

removal of gender 

distinction between 

menôs and womenôs 

clothing. 

 



That seed of rebellion 

against Godôs order of 

creation has born fruit in 

a host of evils in our 

present-day society. 

 

Defiance against God-

ordained authority is at 

the core of all rebellion. 

 

 



Is this the kind of woman 

Seventh-day Adventist 

Christian women should copy 

in their appearance? 

 

Marilyn Monroe 

Todayôs 

fashions 

didnôt just 

come out 

of the 
blue. 



The feminist movement, communism, the 

military and the homosexual agenda have all 

promoted the removal of the distinction 

between the sexes. 

 

 

 



War helped to 

further Satanôs 

goals of having 

women wear 

menôs clothing. 

 
World War 1 

World War 2  



He used famous people and movie 

stars to get society used to the idea 

of women in pants. 

 



Marlene Deitrich cross dressed. God 

calls cross dressing an abomination. 

 



After the film was released in 1930, Pants became 
the most sizzling sensation for women. Women 

have copied menôs fashion from this film in 1930, 

but will a day come when men will copy womenôs 

fashion?ò 

From a fashion website: 

ñMoroccoðthe Movie that 

Changed the Fashion Game. 

Unlike the traditional 

fashion, this film introduced 

ópantsô and ótuxedosô for 

women, which discovered 

an amazing hidden beauty of 
women.  



A fashion expert wrote in 2011.ñTwo 

of the standout trends for this 

Spring are pants and menswear-

inspired looks. Women have always 

been influenced by what they see on 

the big screen, but I think itôs safe to 

say that in this case, film fashion 

was definitely the original stimulator 

for what made these looks normal 

today. It was unheard of for women 

to wear anything other than skirts 

until the 1930s when actresses 

Marlene Dietrich and Katharine 

Hepburn made pants fashionable.ò 



From a fashion blog created to share and embrace 
ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴŎŜǇǘ ƻŦ ǘǊŀƴǎŦƻǊƳƛƴƎ ƳŜƴǎǿŜŀǊ ƛƴǘƻ ǿƻƳŀƴΩǎ 

fashion: άL know I had recently posted that 
Katharine Hepburn was one of the leading 
ladies to wear pants but legendary Coco 
Chanel wore the pants first. 

ά/ƻŎƻ Chanel was different. She abided by her 
own set of rules, lived life and made things 
her way. Chanel designed clothing that was 
ŦƛǘǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳŦƻǊǘŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ŀ ǿƻƳŀƴΩǎ ŦƛƎǳǊŜΣ 
even if it meant wearing male clothing.  

ά{ƘŜ stood out in her different, creative ideas, 
and the fact that she enjoyed wearing men's 
clothingΦέ http://www.mybfcloset.com/2009/09/rewind-coco-

chanel-wore-the-pants-first/  
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When fashions 

become popular in 

the movies, they 

spread like wildfire. 

Just about 

everyone follows 

along. 

 

How else could 

women have gone 

from dresses to 

pants in such a 

short time! 

 



Does an Abomination turn 

into an approved practice 

just by the passing of 

years? 

 

 

 



Unisex style 

jeans were 

popular in the 

1970ôs 

 

Many SDA 

Christians 

followed this 

fashion 

without 

giving it 

much 

thought. 

 

 

 



Instead of doing what 

seems right in our own 

eyes, we need to stop 

and think about what 
God wants! 



Cross dressing has a tantalizing appeal. Many 

who are not tempted to cross dress are 

entertained by those who do. 

 



Satan has used the media to promote cross 

dressing for years. Society has been entertained 
and amused at this abomination. 



Well over 100 major movies 

featured cross dressing even 

before the year 2000. Itôs greatly 

accelerating now. 

 



The enemy has kept up his unwearied 

efforts until he has successfully 

blurred the distinction between menôs 

and womenôs clothing. 

 

 

 

Gender bending started with clothing. 



Now weôre totally 

accustomed to 

seeing women 

wear menôs 

clothes at work. 

 



Here is a sample that shows how fashion 

has tended toward blurring the distinction 

between men and women. 



Where is the "plain distinctionò between 

the dress of men and women that God 

wants us to have? 



Are we following in the footsteps of rebels? 



"The woman shall not wear that 

which pertaineth unto a man, 

neither shall a man put on a 

woman's garment: 



for all that do so are abomination unto the 

LORD thy God." Deuteronomy 22:5  



The lines of distinction between the dress of 

men and women have been increasingly 

blurred. And itôs going to get worse! 



God's prophetess, in speaking about the 
American Costume, said, "There is an 
increasing tendency to have women in their 
dress and appearance as near like the other 
sex as possible, and to fashion their dress 
very much like that of men, but God 
pronounces it abomination." {1T 457.2}  



ñTrousers for women were considered  "indecent" 

or "shocking"  during the early 1900's and were 

considered men's attire.òðMary Jewell, Feminism 

101, Examiner.com 

 

 



Does God now approve of that which was 

obviously an abomination in His eyes? 

 

 



What used to be shocking is now totally 

acceptable in our society. 

 



Where is the line between abomination 

and God-approved? 

Fashion is very confusing these days. 

 



But as if thatôs not bad enough, now 

Satan is working on the men, to get 

them to wear feminine clothing! 

 

 



Nothing shocks us any more. 

 

 



Skinny Jeans for the guys! 

 

 

 



Can you tell if these are men or women? 

 

 



Now there are skirts for men! 

 

 



ñA Matter of Styleò fashion blog reports 

on the latest fashions for men. 

 

 



ñClothes that are a 

thermometer of social 

custom tell us that the 

differences between 

man and woman are 

becoming less defined 

and rigid. With the 

affirmation of women 

rights a 

new androgynous 

model of being is 

emerging.ò 



Male cross dressing is the latest rage! 

 

 



Male cross dressers justify their actions by 

reasoning, ñAfter all, women wear pants. So 

why canôt we wear dresses?ò 

 

 



Gender confusion is becoming a real problem. 

 

 



Same-sex marriage is a prominent issue. 

 

 


