Objections to Dress Reform

Some of the reasons why some people
oppose modest dressing as it is taught
In the Bible and the Spirit of Prophecy



First, let us make this
clarification.

There Is true dress reform, as

outlined in the Bible and Spirit of SIS

Prophecy, and then there is
fanatical dress reform that is
promoted by unholy extremists.

One Is designed to glorify God,
and the other iIs designed to
attract negative attention,

causing people to despise the-so

called dress reform.




Fanatics who pride themselves ol
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attire are generally anything but
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pushy, and critical and have no
concern for the feelings of others.
They would like to coerce
everyone into looking just like
them.

These people are not true dress
reformers. Their characters are
not Christlike They have not been
softened and sweetened by the
Holy Spirit.



Sometimes It is because of misinformation or lack of
Information that leads people to oppose dress reform.

They have not taken the time to prayerfully study it out ft
themselves.

- That Is why we are

' | seeking to educate our
. | members regarding the
true principles of dress
reform.

We appeal to you to
study for yourself, and
ask God to reveal His
truth to you.




We are interested in teaching
true dress reform as it is
presented Iin the Bible and the
Spirit of Prophecy.

The external appearance of the
true dress reformer Is an
outworking of the inward work
of grace on the heart. The
desire to please Jesus is their
nighest priority. Self has been
aid aside and perfume of
numility and love sweetens the
Influence of such people.




We will now consider some of the objections
that some Seventday Adventists raise In
opposing true dress reform.




One of the main reasons they will say Is that it
would turn rrtany people away from our church.
They say weggwould lose many members if dress
reform was @&ught and widely practiced.
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And it would be very difficult to-bringew people
Into the church. Is this a valid objection?
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about this:
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have an influence. But here

they make assad and fatal

mistakebe Jda,t MHY OmMm

A fatal mistake? This is not talking about physical
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fatal mistake will cost them their eternal life!



a . dalz entertained the opinion that the reason
why the world Is so much opposed to us as a people
IS that we are too unsociapo plain in our dress

and too strict in regard to amusements, withdrawing
ourselves from them too much in practice as well as
In precept. . . Buho greater mistakecould affect the
human mind.a 51 433.}

Such strong language! It idatal mistake, even the
greatest mistakell 2 G KAY 1 GKF G0 D2F
modest, plain dress would cause us to have a
lessened influence with the world. The truth Is, our
worldly dress is what causes our influence on the
world to be lessened!
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unbelieving relatives and associates Is that we have

manifested little decided difference in our practices from
those of the worldp &E 28B9.1}
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BiBLICAL

TEPARATION

& D Zd@lls you to separate from the world. You are not
to follow their practices, noconformto them in your
course of action in any respeeT 438.2}

So, If we are not to follow the fashions of the world,
how different from the world shall we be?



"Many who suppose they are going to heaven, are
blindfolded by the world. Their ideas of what
constitutes a religious education and religious disciplin
are vague, resting only on probabillities. There are mar
who have no intelligent hope, arate running great
riskin practicing the very things which Jesus has taugr
that they should not do, in eating, drinking, and
dressing binding themselves up with the world in a
variety of ways. They have yet to learn the serious
lessons so essential to growth in spirituality, to come
out from the world and be separate. The heart is
divided;the carnal mind craves conformity, similarity

to the world in so many ways that the mark of
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him, there would now be marked differencebetween
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great work to be done for this time are to consecrate
themselves to God, soul, body, and spirit. In heart, in dre
In language, In every respect they are todsparate from
the fashions and practices ofthewoddle 3 C9 o0 ™




Q a 8isters, there is
need of a dress
NE T 2 N
{2SM 473.1}

Y2y 3

From these statements we
can see that the church has
actizallyplgzackslidden from
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dress, and that we need a
thorough reformation in
dress.

Could the opposﬂe actually
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come Into our church, or
are driven out of our church
because of our backsliding
In dress?



a a I g soul who was convinced of the truth has been
led to decide against it by tharide and love of the world
displayed by our siste34T641

Could we actually be hindering those sincere souls who
would accept the truth If they saw the Severndhy
Adventist sisters in more modest and less worldly attire~
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Notice in the following guotation ho
Important the visual impact of the
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& ¢ Kdsd would have yomake it manifestin your
manners,n your dressin your spirit, that you are
blessed. He would have yshowthat the line of
demarcationbetween the world and the followers of
Christ is alistinct line, so decided that the difference
between him thatservethGod and him thaservethhim
not isalways discerniblelf the people of the world do
not see that you are differenfrom those around them,
they will not be influenced by your profession of religion;
for you will not be a savor of Christ, and you will win no
soul to the service of God. {ST, June 6, 1892 par. 1}
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return of Christ we should give to the world an

example of modest dresa contrastwith the
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Sisters, weaeally do needo
ask ourselves, Which
Influence do bring intothe
church?
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converted, Satan at the same time brings persons who a
not converted into its fellowship. While Christ Is sowing
the good seed, Satan is sowing the tares. There are two
opposing influences continually exerted on the members
of the church. One Influence is working for gherification
of the church and the other for thecorrupting of the
people2 T D2R® d & ¢ SleElna R



