


In this presentation, we will 
consider a simple, yet famous 
poem, written in the 1700s 
that has influenced millions. 

This poem has morphed into a 
powerful philosophy that has 

facilitated an amazing 
transformation, as we shall 

see. 
 

Unfortunately, this has not 
been a change for the better, 

but for the much worse!  



The famous English poet, 
Alexander Pope (1688-1744) 
penned these lines: 
 
¬ln words, as fashions, the same 
rule will hold,  
Alike fantastic if too new or old;  
Be not the first by whom the new 
is tried,  
Nor yet the last to lay the old 
aside." 



This poem contains a lot of wisdom, and can indeed 
be a helpful philosophy if it is applied wisely. But a 
misapplication can be disastrous!  
 
This small verse has been quoted over and over to 
drive home various points. Our own Seventh-day 
Adventist authors seemed to appreciate it quite a 
bit. It has appeared, either as a direct quote, or as a 
paraphrase in several of our official publications 
over the years. 



This verse: ά.Ŝ not the first by whom the new is tried, 
Nor yet the last to lay the old ŀǎƛŘŜέ first appeared in 
an SDA periodical The Christian Educator in 1897 in an 
article written by C. W. IRWIN. He applied it to the 
techniques of a successful teacher. 
 
The 1901 ¢ƘŜ ¸ƻǳǘƘΩǎ LƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƻǊ and the 1909 Pacific 
Union Recorder quoted it in reference to language and 
grammatical rules. 



In 1914, H. M. BLUNDEN wrote: ά.Ŝ not hasty,  
however, to adopt new styles of clothes as soon as 
they come into ǾƻƎǳŜΣέ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ǉǳƻǘŜŘ ǘƘƛǎ ǾŜǊǎŜΣ 
thus connecting it with dress styles. It seems that 
Mr. Blunden was the first writer in our periodicals to 
apply this verse to styles of clothing. 
 
His article was first published in 1914 in Australasian 
Record and in 1949 in TƘŜ ¸ƻǳǘƘΩǎ LƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƻǊΦ  



Here are other official SDA periodicals in which we 
find this poem quoted, specifically connecting it with 
dress fashions: 
 
1923 ς The ̧ ƻǳǘƘΩǎ Instructor 
1924 ς Review and Herald 
1926 ς Signs of the Times 
1927 ς Review and Herald 
1927 ς The ̧ ƻǳǘƘΩǎ Instructor 
1932 ς ¢ƘŜ ¸ƻǳǘƘΩǎ LƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƻǊ 
1937 ς ¢ƘŜ ¸ƻǳǘƘΩǎ LƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƻǊ 
1934 ς The Watchman 
1938 ς ¢ƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘ hŦŦƛŎŜǊΩǎ DŀȊŜǘǘŜ 
1941 ς Review and Herald 



It is quite obvious that the influence of this poem has 
been huge. Over and over, our members have been 
instructed that this poetic rule is a very wise idea to 
follow when it comes to fashion. 
 
In fact, it was clearly stated in The Watchman Magazine, 
February, 1934, ά¢ƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ǇǊƛƴŎƛǇƭŜ ώƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇƻŜƳϐ 
should govern us: follow fashions conservativelyΦέ 

Did you hear that? Our 
grandparents were told, by our 
leaders, to άCƻƭƭƻǿ ŦŀǎƘƛƻƴǎ 
ŎƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛǾŜƭȅέΗ 

conservative 



²Ƙŀǘ ŘƻŜǎ άŎƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛǾŜƭȅέ ƳŜŀƴΥ  From 
freedictionary.com: 1. Favoring traditional views and 
values; tending to oppose change. 2. Traditional or 
restrained in style. 
 
So, we have been taught to restrain ourselves in our 
following of fashion, favoring traditional views. That 
ǿƻǳƭŘ ƳŜŀƴ ǿŜ ǎƘƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ Ǌǳƴ ƻǳǘ ŀƘŜŀŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎǊƻǿŘ 
in wearing a new style. 
 
But the poem also instructs us not to lag behind, 
either. We must not be the last to lay the old aside. In 
other words, Seventh-day Adventists MUST follow the 
fashions, according to this teaching. 



Tragically, there is a serious problem which our church 
has overlooked. In promoting the philosophy found in 
this poem, a differentiation was not made between 
laying aside outdated styles and laying aside divine 
standards.  
 

This point is crucial!  
 

When we lay aside the outdated styles, are we also 

at liberty to lay aside the standards connected with 

the old fashioned styles? 



We find an article in the Counsel Corner of The 
¸ƻǳǘƘΩǎ Instructor in 1937, which pointed out the 
ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǎǘȅƭŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘǎΥ ά Ψ.Ŝ 
not the first by which the new are tried, nor yet 
the last to lay the old ŀǎƛŘŜΣέ ƛǎ a good rule to 
follow where fundamental principles of dress 
are not involvedΦέ 
 

5ƻƴΩǘ Ƴƛǎǎ ǘƘƛǎ ǇƻƛƴǘΗ  
 
The truth is, when fundamental principles of 
dress are involved, this poem is NOT a good rule 
to follow! 



Fundamental principles of dress, which define 
DƻŘΩǎ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘ ƻŦ ŘǊŜǎǎ ŦƻǊ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴǎΣ ŀǊŜ 

NEVER to be laid aside, no matter what the 

styles of the day. 
 
 How important, then, it is for Christians to 
understand DƻŘΩǎ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘ ƻŦ ŘǊŜǎǎ, so that, as 
styles come and go, they can be evaluated and 
ŀŘƻǇǘŜŘ ƻƴƭȅ ŀǎ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ƛƴ ŎƻƴŦƻǊƳƛǘȅ ǘƻ DƻŘΩǎ 
timeless standards. This is the only way we can 
discriminate between the fashions of the world 
ŀƴŘ DƻŘΩǎ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘǎ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ ŘǊŜǎǎΦ 



Tragically, this distinction was not clearly made. 
Therefore, when the perhaps well-meaning 
leaders paraphrased the sentiment of this 
poem in the official STANDARDS FOR 
CHRISTIAN LIVING document, under the 
section entitled Dress, they probably had no 
idea where this thinking would lead the church. 
 
This document was adopted at the General 
Conference Session in 1946. 



text 

Standards of 

Christian Living  



Here is the specific statement as found in the General 
Conference Session Bulletin, 1946: 
 
ά¢ƘŜ people of God should always be found among 
the conservatives in dress, and will not let "the dress 
question fill the mind."τ"Evangelism," p. 273.  
They will not be the first to adopt the new styles of 
dress nor the last to lay the old aside. "To dress 
plainly, and abstain from display of jewelry and 
ornaments of every kind is in keeping with our 
faith."τTestimonies," Vol. 3, p. 366. 
 
This statement was placed in the church manual, and 
was in the next 18 editions from 1951 to 2005. 



This official statement, 
STANDARDS FOR CHRISTIAN 
LIVING, under the subheading 
Dress, was quoted in Denton 
wŜōƻƪΩǎ book, Believe His 
Prophets in Chapter 13, Ellen G. 
²ƘƛǘŜΩǎ aŜǎǎŀƎŜ ƻƴ 5ǊŜǎǎ, 
which was prepared by Denton 
Rebok and his wife, Florence. 



Regarding this statement, Denton 
and Florence Rebok ǿǊƻǘŜΥ άLǘ sums 
up the counsel from Mrs. White 
and the best thinking of the best-
informed people of the world on 
this subject, and gives us our own 
denominational standard on this 
very important topicΦέ 
 
We will discover why this 
statement was, unfortunately, not 
the best thinking, after all. 



This chapter in wŜōƻƪΩǎ book specifically addresses 
the matter of skirt lengths. As they endeavored to 
explain what is appropriate in this matter, the length 
of the skirt is relegated to a STYLE, and not a 
STANDARD. This is very unfortunate. 
 
Rebok did not have support from the Spirit of 
Prophecy regarding his narrative on skirt lengths. 
Instead, he used a book entitled Personality 
Unlimited, by Veronica Dengel, published in 1943. 
She had some thoughts on what skirt length looked 
best on varying shapes and ages, while considering 
the popular length of skirt in vogue. 



The desire to fit in with society 
by following the fashions 
became the deciding factor. So, 
the church decided that skirt 
lengths no longer needed to 
conform to a divine standard. 

From the perspective of what 
άƭƻƻƪŜŘ ƎƻƻŘέ ǘƘŜ ƭŜƴƎǘƘ ƻŦ 
skirts was left up to the wearer 
to decide what was acceptable.  

1948 



Thus, using human wisdom, the matter of appropriate 
lengths of skirts for the Seventh-day Adventist is made 
ǎǳōƧŜŎǘƛǾŜΣ ǊŜƭŀǘƛǾŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŦŀǎƘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Řŀȅ ŀƴŘ ƻƴŜΩǎ ƻǿƴ 
personal preference. 



Dear Church Family, here is 
the crux of the matter. If the 
length of the skirt is merely a 
style, to be adopted or laid 
aside according to ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ƛƴ 
fashion, then we have made 
current fashion our standard. 
 
This philosophy effectively 
does away with any moral 
standard regarding the length 
of the skirt. 



That is exactly what we did in 1946. We declared 
that the styles of the day had become the standard 
for the church. The only criteria for following them is 
to wait a little while (conservatively) until they are 
largely accepted by society. Then, if we use the poem 
as our rule, we MUST accept the new style, and lay 
the old style aside. 



How clever the devil has been! How confused and 
blinded we have been! The church at large has 
obediently followed this mandate from the General 
Conference. We have made fashion our standard. 


