


In this presentation, we will
consider a simple, yet famous
poem, written in the 1700s
that has influenced millions.
This poem has morphed into a
powerful philosophy that has
facilitated an amazing
transformation, as we shall

see.

Unfortunately, this has not
been a change for the better,
but for the much worse!
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This poem contains a lot of wisdom, and can indeed
be a helpful philosophy if it is applied wisely. But a
misapplication can be disastrous!

This small verse has been quoted over and over to
drive home various points. Our own Sevexulhy
Adventist authors seemed to appreciate it quite a

bit. It
parap
over t

nas appeared, either as a direct quote, or as a
nrase In several of our official publications
ne years.




This versed . ot the first by whom the new is tried,
Nor yet the last to lay the ol & A fiRsSappeared in
an SDA periodicdlheChristian Educatom 1897 in an
article written by C. W. IRWIMNe applied it to the
techniquesof a successful teacher

The 1901¢ K S 2 dzil K Qad thie 30@0 RalitiizO (i
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Union Recordemquoted it in reference to language and
grammatical rules.

Be not the first by whom the new are tried,
Nor yet the last to lay the old aside.

(Alexander Pope)




In 1914 H. M. BLUNDEN wroté: . et hasty,

however, to adopt new styles afothesas soon as
theycomeintod2 3dzS>¢ | YR GKSY |
thus connecting it with dress styld$ seems that

Mr. Blunden was the first writer in our periodicals to
apply this verse to styles of clothing.

His article was first published in 1914Anstralasian
Recordand in 1949 iK' S | 2dzi KQ&a Ly ai
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Here are other official SDA periodicals in which we
find this poem gquoted, specifically connecting it with

dress fashions:

1923¢ The, 2 dzinkt@eétor
1924¢ Review and Herald
1926¢ Signsof the Times
1927¢ Reviewand Herald
1927¢ The, 2 dzdnkt@ctor
1932¢¢ KS | 2dzi KQa
1937¢¢ KS | 2dzi KQa
1934¢ The Watchman

1938¢¢ KS / KdzNOK
1941¢ Review and Herald
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It Is quite obvious that the influence of this poem has
been huge. Over and over, our members have been
Instructed that this poetic rule Is a very wise idea to
follow when it comes to fashion.

In fact, it was clearlgtated in ThaVatchman Magazine,
February1934,6 ¢ KS &l YS LINA Y OA LI
should govern us: follow fashions conservatidedy

Didyou hear that? Our IAMA
grandparents were told, by our FASHION

leaderstoa C2t ft 29 T I . A
O2VASNDI GABSE & é PP&E’P&E{‘?



2 Kl R2Sa aO2y aFoMIdl UA OGSt
freedictionary.com: 1Favoring traditional views and
values; tending to oppose change. 2. Traditional or
restrained instyle.

So, we have been taught to restrain ourselves in our
following of fashion, favoring traditional views. That
g2dz R YSIYy ¢S akKz2dzZ Ry Qi
In wearing a new style.

But the poem also instructs us not to lag behind,
either. We must not be the last to lay the old aside. In
other words, Seventday AdventistdMUSTiollow the
fashions, according to this teaching.



Tragically, there Is a serious problem which our churc
has overlooked. In promoting the philosophy found In
this poem, a differentiation was not made between
laying aside outdatedtylesand laying aside divine
standards

This point Is crucial!

When we lay aside the outdat&lyles are we also

at liberty to lay aside th&tandardSconnected with
the old fashioned styles?



We find an articlen the Counsel Corneaf The
. 2 dzdn&t@cétorin 1937 which pointed out the
RAFFSNBYOS 0SUgSSYy adef
not the first by which the new are tried, nor yet
the last to lay the old & A R&gbdd rule &
follow
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The truth is, when fundamental principles of
dress are involved, this poemNKT a good rule
to follow!



Fundamental principles of dress, which define
D2RQ&a aidlyRFNR 2F RNBaa
NEVER be laid aside, no matter what the

styles of the day.

How important, then, it is for Christians to
understandD 2 RQa a il y,RdthiRas2 T
styles come and go, they can be evaluated and

f R2ZLWOSR 2yfeé a4 a4KSeé | N
timeless standards. This is the only way we can
discriminate between the fashions of the world
YR D2RQ&a aual yRINRa 27
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Tragically, this distinction was not clearly made.
Therefore, when the perhaps wetieaning
leaders paraphrased the sentiment of this
poem in the officlaBTANDARDSOR
CHRISTIANIVINGdocument, under the

section entitledDress they probably had no
iIdea where this thinking would lead the church.

This document was adopted tte General
Conference Session 1946.



Dress

Seventh-day Adventists have been
called out from the world,. We are
reformers. True religion which enters
into every phase of lifo must have a
molding influencoe on all our activities,
Our habits of llfe must stem from
principle and not from the example
of the world about us. Customs and
faghions may change with the years,
but principles of right conduct are al-
ways the same, Dress (8 an Important
factor in Christian character. Early
in our history, instruction was glven
as to the way Christians ghould dress,
the purpose of which was “to protect
the people of God from the corrupling
inflnences of the world, as well as to
promote physical and moral health."
—Testimonies, vol. 4, p. 634, Truoly
a comprehensive purpose. Thore s
no virtze In dressing differently from
those about us just to be different,
but where the principles of refinement
or morelity are involved, the conscl-
entious Christian will be true to his
convictions rather than follow the pre-
valling customs.

Christians should avold gaudy dis
play and “profuse ornamentation.”
Clothing ahould be, when possible, “of
good quality, of becoming colors, and
aitited for service” Tt should be
chosen “for durability rather than dis-
play.,” Our attire shonld be character-
ized by “boauty,” “modest grace” and
“appropriateness of natural simplicity."”
—Messages to Young Pcople, pp. 351,
352. That it may not be consplenous,
it should follow the conservative and
moat sensible styles of the time.

The adoption of fads and extreme
fashions in men's or women’'s dress
Indicates a lack of attention to serlous
( matters, Regardless of how sensibly
people genarally may dress, there are

alwaye extremes in style which trans-
gropa the laws of modesty, and thus
have a direct bearing upon the preva-
lence of immoral conditfons. Many
who blindly follow the styles are at
least partly unconsclous of these ef-
focts, but the results are no leas dis
astrous, The people of CGod should
always be found among the congerva-
tives in drose, and will not let “the
dress question All the mind."-—Rvan-
gelism, p. 378. They will not be the
first to adopt the new styles of dress
nor the last to lay the old aside.

“To dress plaiply, and abstain from
display of jowelry and ormaments of
every kind is in keeplng with our
falth.”"-—Testimontes, vol. 3, p. 366,
It is clearly taught in the Scriptures
that the wearing of jJewelry Is con-
trary to the will of God. “Not with
broidered hair, or gold, or pearls, or
costly array” 18 the admonition of the
apoatle Paul, (1 Tim. 2:8) The
wearing of ornaments of jewelry is a
bid for attention which i{s not in keep-
ing with Christian self-forgetfulness,

In some countries the custom of
wearing the marriage ring is con-
gidered imperstive, having become, in
the minds of the people, a criterion
of virtue, and hence s not regarded
a8 an ornament, Under anch ecircum.
stances we have no disposition to con-
demn the practice,
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Standards of
Christiam Living:
JUNE 16, 1946

Lot us remember that the elements
of beauty lie not so much In feature
and color ag in the expression of in-
telligence and benevolence. The pse
of lipatick, unnatural shades of finger-
.nail polish and similar cosmetica em-
ployed in the common “make-up” par-
take of the artificial and are out of
keeping with Christian simplicity.
Cleanliness and Christlike modesty
shonld algo be observed in the care and
grooming of the persor seeking at all
times to please and rightly reprosent
Christ our Lord.

Onr Christian parents should bring
to bear the welght of their example,
instruction, and anthority, to lead their
sons and daughters in modestly at.
tiring themselves, and thug winning
the respect and confidence of those
who know them. Laet our people con-
sider themaelves well dressed only
when the demands of modesty are met,



Here Is the specific statement as found in the General
Conference Session Bulleti46:

G ¢ Kedple of God should always be found among
the conservatives in dress, and will not let "the dress
qguestion fill the mind.t "Evangelism," p. 273.
Theywill not be the first to adopt the new styles of
dress nor the last to lay the old asidélo dress

plainly, and abstain from display of jewelry and
ornaments of every kind is in keeping with our
faith."t Testimonies," Vol. 3, p. 366

Thisstatement was placed in the church manual, and
was In the nexi8 editions from 1951 to 2005




This official statement,
STANDARDSOR CHRISTIAN
LIVING under the subheading
Dress, was quoted in Denton

w S 0 Zopok Believe His
Prophetsin Chapter 13Ellen G.

2 KAGSQa aSaal 3s
which was prepared by Denton
Rebokand his wife, Florence.




Regarding this statement, Denton
and FlorencéRebokg N2 (1 Sums & L 0
up the counsel from Mrs. White
and the best thinking of the best
iInformed people of the world on
this subject, and gives wair own
denominational standaron this
very important topiep €

We will discover why this
statement was, unfortunately, not
the best thinking, after all.



This chapter inv S 6 ZodoR $pecifically addresses
the matter of skirt lengths. As they endeavored to
explain what is appropriate in this matter, the length
of the skirt Is relegated to STYLEand not a
STANDARDTIhis Is very unfortunate.

Rebokdid not have supporfrom the Spirit of
Prophecy regarding his narrative on skirt lengths.
nstead, he used a book entitlétersonality

Unlimited, by VeroniceDenge] publishedin 1943.

She had some thoughts on what skirt length looked
best on varying shapes and ages, while considering
the popular length of skirt in vogue.




ﬂg From the perspective of what

. - af221SR 3I22R¢ 0
iy o = skirts wadeft up tothe wearer
- todecide what was acceptable.

The desire to fit in with society g
by following the fashions |
became the deciding factor. Sqas
the church decided that skirt §i
lengths no longer needed to
conform to a divine standard.

-

s RN,
< — 5



Thus, using human wisdom, the matter of appropriate
lengths of skirts for the Seventhay Adventist is made
adz0 2SOUABSSY NBfFOUAGBS G2 0
personal preference.

M




DearChurch Familyhere is
the crux of the matter If the
length of the skirt is merely a
style, to be adopted or laid
aside accordingtg K I 1 Q&
fashion,then we have made
current fashionour standard.

This philosophy effectively
does away with any moral
standard regardinghe length
of the skirt
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That Is exactly what we did in 194&/e declared

that the styles of the day had become the standard
for the church.The only criteria for following them is

to wait a little while (conservatively) until they are
largely accepted by society. Then, if we use the poelrr
as our rule, weMUSTaccept the new style, and lay

the old style aside.



ow clever the devil has been! How confused and
inded we have been! The church at large has

pediently followed this mandate from the General
onferenceWe have made fashion our standard




